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www.euc.ca

Join us for 
FAMILY NIGHT 
on March 19!

Take a March break 
with the kids & join 
us for a splash. 

8:30 - 9:30PM swim

DONT MISS THESE UPCOMING EVENTS... 

2015 Membership Renewals due
Jan 1 2015

Try Scuba 
March 5 2015 830pm Albion Pool

NITROX course
March 7 2015. Nobleton North Campus 

Try Scuba 
March 12 2015 830pm. Albion Pool

Family Night
March 19 2015. 830-930pm. Albion Pool

Open Water Course
March 26-May 14 2015. Albion Pool

Shipwreck Symposium
Sat April 5 2015. Welland

Dive Signup
Thurs April 9 2015. 8 PM. Albion Pool

Scuba Swap
Sat April 25 2015. Etobicoke Olympium

Photo courtesy of Jorge 

EUC at the 2015 Outdoor Adventure Show

www.euc.ca
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FINS Below Newsletter and FIN Strokes Bulletin are official publications of the Etobicoke 
Underwater Club Inc.(EUC).The mandate of EUC is to teach proper and safe use of SCUBA 
and to bring  to its members the sound benefits and pleasures of organized activities. The 
opinions expressed in articles in this publication, reflect the views of the writers and do not 
necessarily indicate the attitude of the Club. FINS Below and FIN Strokes are published six 
times annually. Articles and pictures should be submitted for publication electronically to the 
FINS Editor at euc_fins@euc.ca. Submissions should be received by the 15th of the month 
before the publication issue. By submitting material for publication, the owner gives unlimited 
Use Rights to the Club. All articles and photos submitted must not infringe any copyright, 
violate any property rights, or contain any scandalous, libelous, or unlawful matter. 

Follow us!

EUC Executive Committee 2014 – 2015 
President     Roland Wenzl  euc_president@euc.ca 
1st Vice President   Ron Seidl   euc_training@euc.ca 
2nd Vice President    Mike MacDonald   euc_safety@euc.ca 
Past President     Ross Coates 
Treasurer     Elois Davis   euc_treasurer@euc.ca 
Secretary     Micheal Yano euc_secretary@euc.ca 
Dive Chair   Bruce Thorpe  euc_divetrips@euc.ca 
Events Chair    Dale Johnson   euc_events@euc.ca 
Marketing Chair    Todd Pope  euc_marketing@euc.ca 
FINS/Newsletter Editor    Marianne Collins   euc_fins@euc.ca 
Non-Portfolio Member     Bruce Beattie 
Non-Portfolio Member    Gord Meek  

Community Events Chair Ken Boyce
Equipment Officer    Goncalo Jorge 
Webmaster     Chris Nagy   euc_webmaster@euc.ca 
Recording Secretary  
All Media  media@euc.ca

Have any good stories that you would 
like to share? Send them in to 
euc_fins@euc.ca. Please do not email 
pictures. The Editor will provide you with 
Dropbox access to upload picture files.

Text submissions can be sent in Word, 
plain text or PDF  format. JPEG is the 
preferred file format for pictures.   

Note: Do not send or upload anything 
that you do not want to be published to 
the members of the Club.

Any ideas for events or activities 
that you would like to see the club 
involved in? Let the Events Chair 
know.   

Dale Johnson
Jennifer Bullock   

euc_events@euc.ca
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IN A CLAMSHELL
OUC Annual General Meeting Summary
Highlights from Sun Feb 15 2015

The AGM was held today, February 15th. The membership made a few 
By Law changes, approved the minutes of the 2014 AGM and the 2014 
fi nancial statements. They also voted in 3 new Directors. 

Ron Bogart of the Scarborough Underwater Club Inc. will be the new • 
President for the next 2 years. 
Sasha Ilich of the Scarborough Underwater Club Inc. will be the new • 
Director of Communications for the next 2 years. 
Mar Smith of the South Western Ontario Diving Association will be the • 
Director of Sport Safety for 1 year. 
David Taylor continues as the Director of Finance for the next year. • 
Ken Boyce was also re-elected as Regional Coordinator for Ontario • 
Central West.

Congratulations and much success to everyone.

Happy February Birthday to
Ken  Boyce
Don Thorpe
Jim Fennell
Thomas Yano
Gary Huber

And a Happy March Birthday to
Wesley Bibby

SHOUT OUTS

If we miss yours, click 
euc_fins@euc.ca 

to add yourself to the Birthday List.

Membership 
Renewal Reminder

Membership Renewal period 
discount has now expired. Once 
the Renewal Form is no longer 
included in the Newsletter, it will 
still be available for download 
in the Documents section of the 
website. Don’t forget you will need 
your membership to be current in 
order to book dives or use scuba in 
the pool.
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2015 ICE FLOE RACE UPDATE
Once again due to this year’s 
excessive winter weather and 
river freeze up, the 2015 Race 
is cancelled. While the Race 
can be run with no ice, it can’t 
proceed with 100% ice. The 
Race is planned to return next 
year (weather permitting). There 
are already discussions about 
changing the date or the format. 

Thanks to all who signed up. Hold on to that competitive spirit 
for next year.

For more information and pictures of past races, visit the Ice Floe 
Race page of the OUC website. 
http://underwatercouncil.com/?action=cms&cmspage=floe-race

Current Courses 
and dates:

TRY SCUBA
Mar 5, Mar 12 
830-930pm
Albion Pool

NITROX
March 7 2015
830-930pm
Nobleton North Campus 

Open Water Course
March 26-May 14 2015
Albion Pool

TRAINING NOTICES

Non-card issuing workshop 
suggestions are most welcome, 
please send them along. 

Please register online for any of 
these courses in order to ensure 
that sufficient course materials 
have been ordered and so that 
courses are not cancelled due 
to lack of interest. Click here to 
register:

http://www.euc.ca/
index.php?option=com_
wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=114

Ron Seidl
Training Director EUC
euc_training@euc.ca

NITROX Course 
Scheduled for: March 7, 2015
Location: Nobleton, EUC North Campus

If interested in any advertised courses, please register 
on the website form to ensure that the course will not 
be cancelled and course materials can be ordered. 
http://www.euc.ca/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=114

April Community Clean-up event 
We are looking for suggested sites to host this event 
in April.  Please let us know either by email, by phone 
or in person by mid-March in order to give sufficient 
notice of the details to those who wish to participate.

Thank you 
Kenneth Boyce, Community Events Coordinator

Dive Signup Night
When: Thursday April 9 2015. 8 PM
Where: Albion Pool

Get there early to book your choice of dives. Don’t 
forget to renew your membership to be eligible.

http://www.euc.ca/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid=114
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The 2015 ScubaSwap — Saturday, April 25, 2015.

After a year’s break, we’re gearing up for another ScubaSwap at the freshly renovated Etobicoke
Olympium. Details on participants, presentations, etc. are in the works, so stay tuned!

• • •

Here are the highlights of the 2013 Scuba Swap:

The three presentations offered gave insight into
diving medicine, diving in the Cayman Islands, and
a  detailed  look  at  surveying  an  underwater
shipwreck.  A  BIG  thank-you  to  Dr.  Bruce
Cameron, Tammy van Zyl, and Bob Sherwood
for  their  presentations.  They  were  educational,
entertaining, and informative.

You  can  check  out  abstracts  of  Dr.  Cameron’s
research papers on Rubicon Foundation (here and
here), and full  papers on Undersea & Hyperbaric
Medical  Society  (registration  required).  To  see
some of the wonderful dive sites Tammy van Zyl
spoke  about,  go  to  Dive  Cayman.  And to  learn
more  about  Bob Sherwood’s presentation,  watch
this video.

The  Sea Hunt  exhibit  sponsored by  SCUBA2000
and Alec Peirce was a glimpse into the history of
our  sport.  The  vintage,  home-made  underwater
camera,  and  housing  crafted  from  a  pressure
cooker shared by Scott Williamson was also a view
into how our sport has evolved.

Thank you to our generous sponsors, vendors and
organizations  for  their  support:  SCUBA2000,
Bl kb d’ C i S l h Di C t D ’

Held for 

www
swap

8 hrs
to 20

201

Ontario Underwater Explorers Scuba Club Presents t

Home   Details FAQ Buying Tips About Us Contact UsHome   Details FAQ Buying Tips About Us Contact Us

•Dive Shops & Services
•Incredible Bargains
•Cool prizes to be won!

SCUBA Swap

For more information
www.scubaswap.org

Gear Registration 
and Drop Off:
Friday, April 24
6 pm - 9 pm

Children under 12
free when

accompanied by
adult

$500
Admission only

Ontario Underwater Explorers Scuba Club’s 23rd Annual

Saturday, April 25, 2015
9 am - 3 pm

Your trusted source for
USED & NEW SCUBA GEAR

Photo: Heison Chak

the 23rd Annual

www.scubaswap.org
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A FULL DAY SYMPOSIUM ON SHIPWRECKS 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Centennial Secondary School 
240 Thorold Road, Welland, Ontario 

Tickets

$44 CDN / US up to January 26, 2015 

$49 CDN / US January 27- March 17, 2015 

$54 CDN / US after March 17, 2015 

(Lunch, Refreshments & Door Prizes Included) 

Geoff Barker / Linda Preston: 
Shipwrecks of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula

Walter Lewis: 
Survivors : The Great Storm of 1913

Ric Mixter:
Master of Ceremonies &  Story Teller

Brian Nadwidny:
Environmental Time Bomb -
The USAT Brig. Gen. Zalinski

Sponsored by the Niagara Divers’ Association

For More Information Please Visit

http://www.niagaradivers.com

Or Email 

infoShipwrecks@niagaradivers.com

Speakers & Presentations

Tony Gramer:
Doomed for Disaster –

Loss of the Schooner William Young

Kevin Magee:  
Railroaded—The Wreck of the Schooner Plymouth

Jonathan Moore:
The Discovery of HMS Erebus

Ralph Wilbanks:
D-Day’s Sunken Secrets & H.L. Hunley -

The World’s First Successful Attack Submarine

For our Twenty-First annual Shipwrecks Symposium, the Niagara Divers’ Association 
is very pleased to present a selection of eight full length multi-media presentations by 

internationally renowned speakers.

Our Master of Ceremonies Ric Mixter will also draw on his unique story-telling gifts to 
intersperse and showcase snippets of his favourite shipwreck stories throughout the day.

ALSO
Between our primary presentations, we are pleased to present a number of 5 minute 

“shorts”, highlighting new discoveries.

For 2014, we had 107 Door prizes with a total retail value of $6107.00S OS U ON S

Saturday, May 2, 2015 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Centennial Secondary School 
240 Thorold Road, Welland, Ontario 
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On February 3 2015, a group of EUC members 
attended an Asian Carp Information Session. 
Each of the several speakers from the University of 
Toronto, Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Ministry 
of Natural Resources, shared what their departments 
were doing to head off an Asian Carp Invasian. We 
learned that the invaders are not here yet and so 
Canada’s best stategy was prevention.    

We also learned of the various inspection programs and the 
numerous studies being undertaken to assess whether and 
how the carp might enter and spread. Among those studies 
was a program to DNA sample various water sources 
for evidence of the non native fi sh. The carp DNA can 
be detected in very low quantities and the Fisheries staff 
are collecting water samples from shoreline locations for 
analysis.

How you can help the Invading Species Awareness Program
The Invading Species Awareness Program answers the 
Invading Species Hotline (1-800-563-7711) to give the 
public an avenue to report sightings, seek information, and 
to request educational material on invasive species.
Contact them through the Invading Species Hotline (1-800-
563-7711) or visit their website for more information. 
www.invadingspecies.com

What can we as DIVERS do to help?
After the presentation, I talked to Dr. Nick Mandrak (U 
of T researcher with whom I previously collaborated on 
the ROM Field Guide to Freshwater Fishes) and to Becky 
Cudmore, Fisheries and Oceans (a former ROMulan 
herself ) and suggested that we divers  have the unique 
perspective of viewing wildlife and habitats from 
underwater. 

It is my intention to followup with Nick and Becky on the 
feasibility of implementing our own Asian Carp Prevention 
Program. It may be that we would be able to take water 
samples for lab analysis from offshore locations and at 
depths beyond their reach. 

I already have a committee started. Anyone interested in 
participating can let me know. 

For more Asian Carp information, visit www.invadingspecies.com 
or follow the Invasive Species Awareness Program on Facebook 
(facebook.com/invspecies) and Twitter (@invspecies).

CREATURE FEATURE Asian Carp Marianne Collins

Risk Assessment for Asian Carps in Canada 
There are fi ve species collectively known as the Asian 
carps: grass carp, bighead carp, silver carp, largescale silver 
carp and black carp. Four of these species (grass, bighead, 
silver, and black carps) have been introduced worldwide for 
aquaculture purposes. 

Subsequent to introduction into the southern United 
States,three species have become established in the wild 
(grass, bighead and silver carps). Two of these species, 
bighead and silver carps, have been dispersing rapidly up 
the Mississippi River basin, wreaking ecological havoc 
along the way. 

As there are numerous connections between the Mississippi 
basin and Canadian watersheds, including the Great 
Lakes, there is considerable concern about their potential 
ecological impacts if introduced and established in Canada. 
In addition to natural dispersal, these species may also be 
introduced into the Canadian wild through the live food fi sh 
trade. 

Canada represents over 50% of the market for grass and 
bighead carps cultured in the United States. 
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TENTATIVE 2015 Dive ScheduleTENTATIVE  2015 Dive Schedule

Contact:  euc_divetrips@euc.ca   or  Dive OrganizerContact:  euc_divetrips@euc.ca   or  Dive Organizer

D t Di N V P i Di O i A il S tDates Dive Name Venue Price Dive Organizer Avail. Spots

Mar 8 Ice Flow Race NS CANCELLEDMar. 8 Ice Flow Race NS CANCELLED
due to too much icedue to too much ice

16 May Season warmup #1 Shore N/C16-May  Season warmup #1 Shore N/C
H b B O&A UHumber Bay O&A U

May 23  Season Warmup #2 Shore N/Cy p N/C
Humber Bay O&A UHumber Bay O&A U

June 6/7 Student CheckoutJune 6/7  Student Checkout

June 20/30 N.C. divingg
approx. Beauford N.C A only NSpp Beauford N.C y

contact Art Penneycontact Art Penney
June 27/28 Quarry Run Shore as per admission UJune 27/28 Quarry Run Shore as per admission U

Sherkston/Windmill O&ASherkston/Windmill O&A

June 29/30 Gilboa Quarry dive Shore as per admission NS Uy p
approx Findlay Ohio O&A contact Dale JohnsonFindlay Ohio

July 11/12 Brockville dive weekend BoatJuly 11/12 Brockville dive weekend Boat
1000 island region A only $215 00 8 divers1000 island region A only $215.00 8 divers

July  18 Simcoe Barge Dive Boat $75.00 8 + 2 captainsy g $ p
O&AO&A

July 25/26 Midland/Penatang Boat 6 diversJuly 25/26 Midland/Penatang Boat 6 divers
O&A $215 00O&A $215.00

Aug. 1,2,3-am Tobermory Weekend Boat /Shore EB.$265.00Aug. 1,2,3 am obe o y ee e d Boat /Shore EB.$265.00
Tobermory On. O&A Reg.$285.00 28 diversTobermory On. O&A Reg.$285.00 28 divers
BBQ etcBBQ etc

A 15 Chi k Sh N/CAug 15 Chippawa creek, Shore N/C
W ll d b kWelland scuba park O&A U

TBD DIVE FOR A CAUSE ShoreTBD O C US Shore
UU

Sept 12/13 Tobermory twilight / night dive Boat $65 00Sept 12/13 Tobermory twilight / night dive Boat $65.00
Shore dives etc O&A 18 DiversShore dives etc O&A 18 Divers

NOTES DIVE SIGN UP START DATE: APRIL 9/2015 8PM ALBION POOL

02/26/2015

Register in person on Thursday nights as per dive package instructions between 8:00 and 8:30 PM orRegister in person on Thursday nights as per dive package instructions between 8:00 and 8:30 PM  or g p y g p p g
special arrangement

Legend: U Unlimited Spots TBD To Be Determined NS Non sanctioned EB Early Booking(see dive pkg )
special arrangement.

Legend:   U - Unlimited Spots, TBD-To Be Determined, NS-Non sanctioned,  EB-Early Booking(see dive pkg.)
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